






































Congratulations
2024 PLAN Excellence Recipients

from Flitter Milz, P.C.
Auto Repossessions
Credit Reporting Issues
Solar Panel Sales Fraud
Class Action Lawsuits

Northeastern PA
Dunmore, PA

Philadelphia
Narberth, PA

-Platinum Sponsor--Platinum Sponsor-



-Platinum Sponsor--Platinum Sponsor-

The Pennsylvania Bar Association and the 
Pennsylvania Bar Foundation salute

the 2024 Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
Award Winners. Through its Pro Bono Office,

the PBA partners with PLAN to improve
access to justice for the neediest among us.

Outstanding Attorney Advocate Award
Donna Allen-Rosemond, Esq. 

Erica N. Briant, Esq.

Outstanding Community Advocacy Award
Jane A. Downing 

 

Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocate Award

Janice L. Meinert, MSW 
Gigi Nikpour

Outstanding Pro Bono Advocacy Award

Winebrake & Santillo, LLC

 



-Gold Sponsor--Gold Sponsor-

Max Laun, Esq. and Diana Petruska

Congratulations to the
2024 Excellence Award

honorees.

Thank you for your
commitment to

ensuring access to
justice for all!



-Gold Sponsor--Gold Sponsor-

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103  ·  215-568-6190   ·   www.rayneslaw.com

We are proud to support the important work of the 
PENNSYLVANIA LEGAL AID NETWORK. 

We commend your unwavering dedication to promoting 
quality and fairness in the legal system.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE 2024 AWARDEES

*REGINA M. FOLEY 2022 - 2024 PLAN President Elect • 2019 - Present - PLAN Board Member

Pictured Above: Bernard W. Smalley, Timothy R. Lawn, Stephen E. Raynes, Regina M. Foley*



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-

Allen Harberg, Esq.

Outstanding Attorney Advocates

Donna Allen-Rosemond, Esq.
Erica N. Briant, Esq.

Oustanding Non-Attorney Advocates

Janice L. Meinert
Gigi Nikpour

Outstanding Pro Bono Advocacy

Winebrake & Santillo, LLC

Outstanding Community Advocacy

Jane A. Downing

to the 2024 Excellence Award Honorees
Congratulations



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-

Judge Gerald Austin McHugh

PLAN President 2010-2012

IOLTA Board Chair 1996-2003

Celebrating the 2024
Pennsylvania 

Legal Aid Network
Excellence Award

Honorees

Access to 
Justice for All 

for their commitment
to providing 



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-

 
Congratulations to the  
2024 PLAN Excellence  

Awards Recipients! 

 
For over 30 years,  

Maher Duessel has provided 
 audit, tax and consulting services to non-profits  

including organizations providing legal aid.



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-



Michael J. McDonald, Esq.

Congratulations to the
2024 Excellence Awards

honorees.

“We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.”

-Winston Churchill

Thank you for your
dedication.

-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-

©2024 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 1221-018-1951005

Congratulations to the Awardees of the 2024 PLAN Excellence Awards! 
PNC is proud to partner with PA Legal Aid Network and to support our 
legal experts and change makers across the Commonwealth.

pnc.com/communitydevelopmentbanking

Celebrating the difference-makers 
in Pennsylvania.



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-

pittsburghfoundation.org

The Pittsburgh Foundation staff  and Board are proud 
to congratulate our esteemed friend and colleague, 
Jane Downing, along with all of the 2024 Excellence 
Award honorees. Your compassion, dedication and 
commitment to service inspire us all.

Jane Downing

6726_tpf_pa_legal_aid_netwk_ad_5.5x8.5_c.indd   26726_tpf_pa_legal_aid_netwk_ad_5.5x8.5_c.indd   2 3/14/24   8:17 AM3/14/24   8:17 AM



-Silver Sponsor--Silver Sponsor-

With the Greatest Respect and Appreciation for
My Friend and Colleague

Community Organizer, Peace Corps Volunteer,
and Graduate of Drexel Law --  

Listening to Her Clients, Thinking Creatively,
Building Coalitions, Advocating Effectively, 

and Delivering Restorative Justice --
Helping Bend the Arc of the Moral Universe

Tobey Oxholm
Director, The Pardon Project



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

PENNSYLVANIA  
LEGAL AID NETWORK

 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITIES. 

EQUITABLE JUSTICE. 

STRONG FUTURES.

PROUD TO SPONSOR

Harrisburg | Philadelphia | Pittsburgh

16 Offices Nationwide | BIPC.com

Legal and Government Relations Services



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

Eve Biskind Klothen & Kenneth L. Klothen

We congratulate 
all of the 2024

Excellence Award
winners and thank

them for their
steadfast

commitment and
leadership in the

public interest
community.



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

  
 
 
 
 
 

THE PENNSYLVANIA IOLTA BOARD 
CONGRATULATES 

THE LAW FIRM OF 

WINEBRAKE & SANTILLO 
AND ALL THE 

2024 EXCELLENCE AWARD HONOREES 
 

 
 

We applaud your steadfast commitment to extending the arm 
of justice to the less fortunate in our communities. 

 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA IOLTA BOARD 
 

Vanessa Garrett Harley, Esq., Chair 
Hon. Kay Kyungsun Yu, Vice‐Chair 

Hon. Stephanie A. Domitrovich, Treasurer 
David R. Fine, Esq., Secretary 
Kenneth M. Argentieri, Esq. 
Colleen F. Coonelly, Esq. 
Sharon R. López, Esq. 
Samuel W. Milkes, Esq. 
Joseph G. Price, Esq. 



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

 

 

OUTSTANDING ATTORNEY ADVOCATE AWARD 
Donna Allen-Rosemond, Esquire 

Senior Staff Attorney—Neighborhood Legal Services 
 

Erica N. Briant, Esquire 
Director of Community Engagement & Training—Legal Aid 

of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
 

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY ADVOCACY AWARD 
Jane A. Downing 

Former Senior Program Officer, Economic & Community 
Development—The Pittsburgh Foundation 

 
OUTSTANDING NON-ATTORNEY ADVOCATE AWARD 

Janice L. Meinert, MSW 
Paralegal—Pennsylvania Health Law Project 

 
Gigi Nikpour 

Employment Unit Paralegal—Community Legal Services of 
Philadelphia 

 
OUTSTANDING PRO BONO ADVOCACY AWARD 

Winebrake & Santillo, LLC 

  
Judge Kim Berkeley Clark  

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility.  
  It’s easy to say, it’s not my child, not my community, not  
  my world, not my problem. 

Serving the Profession and the Community since 1885 

| |    

The Montgomery Bar Association appreciates the work of Legal Aid of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and all of this year’s Legal Aid Network Excellence Award Winners and 
contributors, throughout Pennsylvania.  Thank you for being true heroes to all of us. 

Then there are those who see the need and respond. 
I consider those people my heroes.”

- FRED ROGERS 



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

  

 

 

www.PHFA.org 

Congratulations 
Excellence Award Winners! 

Thank you 
PA Legal Aid Network 
for decades of service 

to Pennsylvanians 

1-855-U-Are-Home 

Josh Shapiro, Governor | Robin Wiessmann, Executive Director & CEO  

 



-Bronze Sponsor--Bronze Sponsor-

Congratulations to the 2024
Excellence Award honorees

Wes Payne, Esq.



Congratulations
to

DONNA ALLEN-ROSEMOND, ESQ.

JANE A. DOWNING

JANICE L. MEINERT

and all the winners of the
2024 Excellence Awards

www.acbf.org  |  www.pittsburghprobono.org



To share an example of her commitment and compassion:
during my pardon process, I was devastated by my
grandmother’s passing and moved out of the area,
abandoning the steps to move my application forward.
Though I was no longer a resident of Norristown, Erica
reached out to express her deepest condolences as well
encouraging me to continue the process. She went above
and beyond by being there for my various speaking
engagements on pardons, where I shared my lived
experience. She is a shining example of leadership,
dedication, and excellence as an attorney, and in my humble
opinion, there isn't anyone more deserving of this award!

With gratitude,
Akeem Sims

Pardon Project Steering Committee, Chair

As a previous client of Erica's
through LASP, and as a past
Excellence Awards recipient
through the Pardon Project/PLSE,
I would like to share my sincere
congratulations to Erica for being
recognized by PLAN with the
Outstanding Attorney Advocate
Award. Erica was instrumental in
my beginning stages of applying
for a pardon. While pursuing my
pardon she became not only an
advocate, but a friend, forging an
attorney-client relationship that I
had never experienced. 



Chief Justice Emeritus
Ronald Castille 

congratulates all of the
Excellence Award Honorees 
for the great work they do to

promote access to justice.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Dauphin County Bar Association 
congratulates the recipients of the  

2024 PLAN Excellence Awards  
and thanks the 

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network 
On another year of 

CELEBRATING  EXCELLENCE 
in expanding access to legal services  

across the Commonwealth. 

 
 
 
 



J A N E  D O W N I N GJ A N E  D O W N I N G
Congratulations Jane!
You set the standard for leadership in affordable
housing and were instrumental in creating a model
eviction prevention system in Allegheny County. 

Your dedication to ensuring access to justice and
housing for all is truly commendable. Enjoy your
retirement! 

Your Eviction Prevention Collaborative Partners:
The Community Justice Project, Just Mediation Pittsburgh, Neighborhood Legal
Services, Regional Housing Legal Services and Rent Help Pittsburgh



We're hosting our first ever
Juneteenth Gymboree!

This 3-day extravaganza is packed with programs dedicated
to fundraising for DEIB initiatives, fostering community
engagement, and celebrating the spirit of Juneteenth.



Justice at Work congratulates 
Winebrake & Santillo, LLC 
on receiving the Outstanding
Pro Bono Advocacy Award.
Thank you for your work to

ensure access to justice for low-
wage workers across

Pennsylvania!   



Erica Briant is Legal Aid of
Southeastern PA's Director of
Community Engagement &
Training. She started at LASP in
2014 as an Equal Justice Works
fellow and then served as Staff
Attorney and Community
Engagement Unit Supervising
Attorney. 

Her legal work helps clients
gain a fresh start through a
practice focused on mitigating

The LASP Board of Directors & Staff congratulate 

Erica N. Briant on the 
2024 PLAN Excellence Award

 

for Outstanding Attorney
Advocate

LASP serves Bucks, Chester, Delaware & Montgomery counties.  lasp.org

the collateral consequences of criminal records and helping
clients obtain legal name changes.

She and some of the Community Engagement Unit team are
filing petitions for clients under Clean Slate 3.0 in Bucks,
Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties and have held
several CLEs to train attorneys and encourage pro bono
volunteer participation. The CEU also encompasses disaster
legal aid and the Regional Disability Advocacy (DAP) Program.



NEIGHBORHOOD LEGAL SERVICES

D O N N A  A L L E N - R O S E M O N DD O N N A  A L L E N - R O S E M O N D

Congratulations!
on receiving the 2024 Pennsylvania
Legal Aid Network, Inc. Outstanding
Attorney Advocate Award!

Congratulations to all of the 
PLAN Excellence Award Honorees!



Philadelphia Welfare Rights
thanks this year's honorees

for their commitment to
excellence and advocacy for

those in need.

Congratulations to the 
2024 Excellence Awardees!





from the staff at  Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, Inc.

PLAN, Inc. is honored to recognize these
outstanding advocates for their dedication to
helping disadvantaged and underrepresented

clients across the Commonwealth. 

Your generous advocacy helps us advance our
goal of collaborative communities, equitable
justice, and strong futures in Pennsylvania.

Outstanding 
Attorney Advocates: 

Outstanding 
Non-Attorney Advocates: 

Outstanding 
Pro Bono Advocacy: 

 

Outstanding 
Community Advocacy: 

Congratulations to the 
2024 Excellence Award Recipients!



CONGRATULATIONS
to the recipients of 

the 2024 Excellence Awards

Sam Milkes and Jan Terpening

You make a difference in people’s lives.

Outstanding Attorney Advocates:
Donna Allen-Rosemond, Esq. 

Erica N. Briant, Esq.

Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocates:
Janice L. Meinert

Gigi Nikpour

Outstanding Community Advocacy:
Jane A. Downing

Outstanding Pro Bono Advocacy:
Winebrake & Santillo, LLC



Welfare Pride, Inc. thanks the

2024 Excellence Award Honorees

for their dedication to helping

underrepresented Pennsylvanians.



Community Legal Services
congratulates

Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocate Award

Gigi Nikpour
and all of the other recipients of the 

2024 PLAN Excellence Awards. 

DISCOVER
WHAT
MAKES
LEGAL AID
THE BEST
JOB EVER!

Work with us to help secure justice, equity, and
hope for those in need. Scan the QR code to view
openings at legal aid offices throughout the state.



Donna Allen-Rosemond, Esq.
Neighborhood Legal Services

Outstanding Attorney Advocate Award

Jane A. Downing
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Outstanding Community Advocacy Award

Gigi Nikpour, Paralegal
Community Legal Services of Philadelphia
Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocate Award

Erica N. Briant, Esq.
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania
Outstanding Attorney Advocate Award

Janice L. Meinert, Paralegal
Pennsylvania Health Law Project

Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocate Award

Winebrake & Santillo, LLC
Outstanding Pro Bono Advocacy Award Advocating for low-income clients in Adams, Bedford Berks, Blair,

Centre, Clearfield, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton,
Huntingdon, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, Mifflin, Perry,

Schuylkill and York Counties.
www.midpenn.org

Donna Allen-Rosemond, Esq.
Neighborhood Legal Services

Outstanding Attorney Advocate Award

Jane A. Downing
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Outstanding Community Advocacy Award

Gigi Nikpour, Paralegal
Community Legal Services of Philadelphia
Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocate Award

Erica N. Briant, Esq.
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania
Outstanding Attorney Advocate Award

Janice L. Meinert, Paralegal
Pennsylvania Health Law Project

Outstanding Non-Attorney Advocate Award

Winebrake & Santillo, LLC
Outstanding Pro Bono Advocacy Award

Pennsylvania Project Directors Association
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